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Achieving financial inclusion is one of the key enablers of economic prosperity; an inclusive financial system, one that 
allows broader access to financial services, can lead to faster and more equitable growth. Developments in microfinance 
over the years have contributed to increased financial inclusion by expanding the range of financial service providers, 
increasing the number of products and services, improving access to hundreds of millions of people and identifying the 
need for client protection and transparency.

HHowever, as development and growth continues, it is important to ensure that those who remain excluded from its benefits 
are reached and benefitted; robust regulation mechanisms are in place to ensure sustainability; impact of initiatives is 
mapped and improved upon; and the environment is geared for tackling innovations and challenges in the global and local 
financial landscape. In order to respond to this changing financial landscape, locally and globally, there is thus a need to 
“rethink microfinance”. Central to this, is developing a “compass” to gauge the needs and requirements of the clients and 
create a sustainable overarching framework for inclusive finance.

TThe economic terrain has shifted, there is a need for lessons to be learnt and adapted to the financial and regulatory 
architecture of microfinance. Changes in regulations call for microfinance providers to evolve accordingly and timely in 
order to achieve maximum institutional benefit and industry growth. Ensuring successful financial inclusion also requires 
adequate measures for risk management of microfinance institutions; timely assessment and mitigation of risks can 
enable microfinance to achieve its potential to the fullest.

UUniversal financial inclusion is integral to the agenda of achieving sustainable development. The new inclusive finance 
compass thus needs to incorporate the inclusion of people irrespective of their sex, race, and place of birth. It is observed 
that gender stereotypes and social stigma restrict transgendered people’s access to productive resources and hampers 
equal employment opportunities for them. The exclusion of transgender people from the formal employment market 
further leads to their restricted access from basic banking facilities. This vicious cycle of financial and social exclusion 
needs to be addressed and prioritized in the new inclusive finance agenda.

EmeEmerging solutions for increasing financial inclusion include digital credit which has potential to offer numerous benefits 
to both the provider and the customer. Understanding how to favorably leverage this digital transformation in the current 
macroeconomic and regulatory environment can create a unique opportunity to advance into higher levels of inclusive 
finance. This can help make access to credit a reality for people who are the most marginalized.

In this environment, there is a need to redraw the roadmap for the microfinance industry to ensure the sustainability of 
microfinance and display its readiness to address new challenges.

Objective of the Conference

The primary objective of this conference to initiate a dialogue for concerted efforts among all relevant stakeholders, to 
identify the possible bottlenecks that exist in the industry that can possibly hinder the financial inclusion process and 
propose ideas to overcome it.

AAnother purpose of this event is to provide a platform to all stakeholders such as microfinance providers, financial service 
providers involved in financial inclusion (like banks, digital financial service providers, fintechs) insurance companies), 
donor agencies, policy makers, regulators, development agencies and government authorities and discuss the ways to 
broaden the horizons of the microfinance industry.



09:15 AM - 10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 1:15 AM

11:15 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00PM - 01:15 PM

01:15 PM - 01:45 PM

01:45 PM - 02:30 PM

02:30 PM - 03:30 PM

03:30 PM - 04:30 PM

04:30 PM - 05:00 PM

Coffee with Mr. Asad Umar *
(Minister for Planning, Develpment & Reforms)

Plenary Session IV:  The RSP Journey - Mapping the Future with a Rearview Mirror  

Networking Break

Plenary Session V: Linking Impact Investment with Financial Inclusion

Afternoon with Mr. Aamir Khan *
(Chairman Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan)

Networking Lunch

Report Launch: Warehouse Receipt Financing
(In collaboration with MEDA & INNOVATE)

Report Launch: Microfinance & Enterprise Loans Evidence from Pakistan
(In collaboration with Karandaaz Pakistan)

Concluding Ceremony

* To be Confirmed

DAY 02SCHEDULE

09:00 AM - 10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

11:00 AM - 12:15 PM

12:15PM - 01:30 PM

01:30 PM - 02:30 PM

02:30 PM - 03:45 PM

03:45 PM - 04:15 PM

04:15 PM - 05:00 PM

Opening Session

Keynote Address by ANT Financial Representative

Plenary Session I: Harnessing FINTECH Ecosystem for Inclusive Finance

Plenary Session II: Advancing Microfinance - Access v/s Usage, Is this a debate for Pakistan?

Networking Lunch

Plenary Session III:  Serving the Transgender Community – What does it take?

Networking Break

Fireside Chat with Dr. Reza Baqir *
(Honorable Governor – The State Bank of Pakistan)

DAY 01SCHEDULE

AGENDA




